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Exam preparation and 
success



Welcome from Mrs MacKay

• Thank you for joining us

• Our Year 11s are doing us all proud

• Fantastic improvement from first to second 
mock exams

• So little time left, but still time to make a 
difference



About the GCSE exams

• Your child is competing for their grade
• First exams in 2 years
• Grade boundaries likely to be between 2019 and 2021



What now?

• The first real exam is on 16th May
• That is 13 school days from now and 

approximately 39 lessons 

• Every minute 
counts between 
now and the 
very last exam 
(23rd June)

• Focus and 
prioritise



Keys for success

1. Work out your focus: which grades does your child most want to change 
between now and their exams? What are the gaps? Speak to teachers and 
get a checklist. Focus relentlessly

2. Take up every opportunity: attend school on time every day, make the 
most of the additional time available with their teachers (this is the most 
effective revision)

3. Help your child to get organised: do they have all of the correct 
equipment and revision guides? Have they got a revision timetable? Do 
they know when their lessons, elevate sessions and masterclasses are?

4. Revise effectively – 30 minutes of high quality, impactful revision is better 
than 2 hours staring at a revision guide. Your child’s brain should be 
thinking, hard. Take note of the strategies in the next few sessions.



Our Core Subject Leaders’ Top Tips

Success in English – Ms Marshall

Success in Science – Mr Blood

Success in Maths – Ms Lovatt



It’s not about luck it’s about 
preparation. 

English Exam Advice



What do you know about the exams? 

ALL SCHOOLS (REGARDLESS OF EXAM BOARD):

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE COMPONENT 1
Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing
(Fiction)

Wednesday 18th May 2022 (3 weeks)

GCSE ENGLISH LANGUAGE COMPONENT 2
Writer’s Viewpoints and Perspectives
(Non-fiction)

Friday 10th June 2022 (6 weeks)

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE COMPONENT 1
Shakespeare (Macbeth)
Post-1914 Literature (An Inspector Calls)

Wednesday 25th May 2022 (4 weeks)

GCSE ENGLISH LITERATURE COMPONENT 2
Belonging Anthology Poetry
Unseen Poetry Comparison

Wednesday 8th June 2022 (6 weeks)



What do you know about the exams? 

Checklist for revision success:
✓Do you know the components/questions of 

each exam paper?
✓Do you have at least one past paper for each 

exam?
✓Do you know where to find more past papers?
✓Do you know which online resources are most 

useful?
✓Do you know how to revise for each 

question/paper?



What do you need to be able to do?

Checklist of skills:
1. Read, and understand, unseen texts
2. Summarise information
3. Make inferences
4. Identify viewpoints/perspectives/attitudes
5. Compare information/attitudes
6. Create a narrative
7. Craft your spelling, punctuation and grammar



Making marginal gains: What did we learn from 
the mocks?

▪ Revisit your plan as you are writing and tick things off/cross things out. Use 
your plan as a way of keeping an eye on the time and making sure that you 
get the big questions finished.

▪ Apply the same skill to different questions:

AO2 – Analysing language/structure – Macbeth Part A/ Lang Paper 1 Q2/3

▪ When introducing quotations, apply the same formula…

This idea is first established when the writer focuses on ‘………………’ 

This idea is further developed when the writer describes ‘…………………….’

▪ Use critical verbs to talk about Shakespeare/Priestley to help you comment 
on context [AO3]: expose, illustrate, highlight, criticise, advocate for…

In this moment, Priestley exposes the flaws of a capitalist society…

▪ Refer to significant moments within the Literature texts/extracts

One of the most significant moments during the interrogation of the Birlings 
is… One of the most significant moments that evokes sympathy for Alice is…
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Preparation doesn’t stop when you walk into that room…



Revision is not always past papers and essays:

▪ Write key words/phrases/quotations onto post-its and 
stick them around the house. Where are you most likely 
to look at them? The fridge… the outside of the shower 
screen…your phone?

▪ Talk about the texts. Explain the storyline. Describe the 
characters. Break them down to a non-expert. Tell 
anybody who will listen!

More marginal gains tasks on your take-away sheet…
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High quality online resources:
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Put these exams into context –

You have been reading stories and writing 
stories since you started in Reception class 

in 2011.

The exam is not trying to trick you so you 
need to show off your skills!
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It’s not about luck it’s about 
preparation. 

Open to everybody:

Elevate Eleven – Macbeth/AIC 
Weds 3:15-4:15

Saturday School – AIC 9-10 
and 10-11am



How to successfully prepare for 
science exams
Mr Blood 



Science Exam Schedule and Structure

Combined Science: 75 minutes, 70 marks.

Separate Science: 105 minutes, 100 marks.

Biology 1: 17 May (am)

Chemistry 1: 27 May (am)

HALF TERM (30 May – 3 June)

Physics 1: 9 June (pm)

Biology 2: 15 June (am)

Chemistry 2: 20 June (am)

Physics 2: 23 June (am)
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What do we know from research? 

Prof John Dunlovsky, of Kent State University and his 

colleagues reviewed 1,000 scientific studies looking at 

10 of the most popular revision strategies.

https://www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/2017/oct/06/what-

every-teacher-should-know-about-memory

They found that eight out of 10 did not work, or even 

hindered learning.

https://www.theguardian.com/teacher-network/2017/oct/06/what-every-teacher-should-know-about-memory


Most common revision strategies (Dunlovsky) 

• Elaborative interrogation - being able to explain a point or fact

• Highlighting/underlining

• Summarising - writing summaries of texts 

• Re-reading

• Keyword mnemonics - choosing a word to associate with 
information

• Imagery - forming mental pictures while reading or listening 

• Practice testing - Self-testing to check knowledge - especially 
using flash cards

• Interleaved practice - switching between different kinds of 
problems 

• Distributed practice - spreading out study over time

• Self-explanation -how a problem was solved

Which do you 
think had the 
most impact? 



The results!

Revision technique Impact

Elaborative interrogation - being able to explain a point or fact MODERATE

Self-explanation - how a problem was solved MODERATE

Summarising - writing summaries of LOW

Highlighting/underlining LOW

Keyword mnemonics - choosing a word to associate with information LOW

Imagery - forming mental pictures while reading or listening LOW

Re-reading LOW

Practice testing - Self-testing to check knowledge - especially using 

flash cards

HIGH

Distributed practice - spreading out study over time HIGH

Interleaved practice - switching between different kinds of problems MODERATE



1. The power of practice

▪ We remember 20% of what we read.

▪ We remember 80% of what we DO.

▪ Ensure that when you check in on revision, tasks that require 
recall and deep thinking are being undertaken. 
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1. Practising for science exams

▪ Flash cards

▪ Exam questions and mark schemes

▪ ‘Blank paper’ revision
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The Revision Cycle – what we tell students
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Self assess

Practise recall and 
application

Set targets

Review material

• AQA Specification

• Revision checklist

• Revision booklets

• Knowledge organisers
• Videos
eg: Free Science Lessons

Primose Kitten

• Flashcards

• Revision booklets
• AQA Past papers

• Flashcards

• Revision booklets
• AQA Past papers
• Teacher!



2. Spreading study out
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2. Spreading study out in science

▪ Little and often leads to the best exam performance

▪ Structure revision by using a timetable

▪ Plan to revise each objective/outcome at least three times 
separately before the exam

▪ Planning downtime and breaks is as important as the revision
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Top revision techniques 



Summary – being prepared for science revision

What do pupils need? Where do they get it from?

Checklists Class teacher

Science revision booklets Class teacher

Past papers and mark schemes Class teacher

Revision timetable (template) Mr Blood

Flashcard templates Amazon, WH Smiths, Mr Blood (paper)

Anything else at all Class teacher
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Mathematics

Mrs Lovatt 

Head of Maths



What do you know about the exams? 

Edexcel – all papers are 90 mins in length 

Paper 1 – Non calculator Friday 20th May 2022 (4 weeks)

Paper 2 – Calculator Tuesday 7th June 2022 (7 weeks)

Paper 3 – Calculator Monday 13th June 2022 (8 weeks)

Make sure you know what each paper covers. 







Where to get support – Hegarty Maths
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▪ QLAs

All students should have received 
their mock 2 QLA reports. 

These reports have Hegarty Maths 
clips for them to use from home.

Students should focus on any 
Amber topics first.

Then move on to the red topics.



Where to get support 

▪ www.corbettmaths.com

▪ http://www.mrbartonmaths.com/gcse.htm

▪ https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html

▪ https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-
topics/exams/past-papers.html

▪ https://hegartymaths.com/welcome

▪

http://www.corbettmaths.com/
http://www.mrbartonmaths.com/gcse.htm
https://www.mathsgenie.co.uk/gcse.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/exams/past-papers.html
https://hegartymaths.com/welcome


Revision to do list

▪ Little and often – Corbettmaths 5-a-day

▪ Revise strategically – ensure you have a list of topics that are 
on the exam, establish your strengths and areas for 
development. 

▪ Flashcards

▪ Past papers – will help you understand how topics are seen on 
an exam paper.

▪ Timings – time yourself doing an exam paper. Remember 1 
mark per minute, then  10 mins to check

▪ Variety – mix up your revision. Don’t focus on just one topic or 
just one method of revision

▪ Use lesson time wisely



Mrs MacKay – session summary

• Effective revision means your brain is working hard –
beat the forgetting curve

• Control the controllables – we are here to support 
with mental health

• Focus and prioritise
• Our fantastic teaching staff are your best resource



Thank you

• Appointments continue with teachers until 6pm
• Please do come and speak to me if you have any 

questions or feedback

GOOD LUCK TO ALL OF OUR YEAR 
11s


